
 

Declaration And Endorsement 
Journalism of the Future Summit 
Viability, Quality, Diversity and Safety 

Held on November 14–15, 2024, in 
Islamabad, Pakistan, the Islamabad 
Media Summit on Journalism of the 
Future convened media 
professionals, civil society 
members, parliamentarians, and key 
stakeholders to discuss the 
challenges and opportunities facing 
journalism in Pakistan. This 
declaration reflects the collective 
insights and recommendations of 
participants, experts, and panelists, 
aimed at fostering a professional, 
independent, and sustainable 
media ecosystem in Pakistan. 



 

  

 

 

Preamble  

Media and freedom of expression are cornerstones of democracy, enabling 
citizens to make informed decisions and ensuring transparency and 
accountability. As Pakistan witnesses the rapid growth of digital and new media 
through the adoption of modern tools and technologies, it is vital to build a 
sustainable and inclusive media landscape. 
 
This requires refining media regulations to support independent journalism, 
ensuring journalists’ safety, curbing disinformation, promoting inclusion and 
diversity, and investing in new technologies. Participants emphasized the need for 
a collaborative and unified approach involving media professionals, academia, 
civil society, and government bodies to create a media environment that is 
sustainable, accountable, and resilient. 
 
 
 
Key Recommendations and Points for Endorsement 
 
1. Recognizing Digital Media as the Future 
 
Digital media represents the future of journalism and must be developed into a 
reliable and professional platform for quality journalism. This requires policies and 
practices that strengthen its credibility, combat misinformation, and support 
innovative practices in news dissemination. 
 
Yes  Comment: 
No   

 
2. Developing Media-Friendly Legislation 
 
The legislative process in Pakistan must focus on creating media- and public-
friendly laws. While learning from successful international models, it is critical to 
ensure these laws reflect Pakistan’s unique cultural, political, and societal 
contexts. 
 
Yes  Comment: 
No   

 
 



 

  

 
3. Ensuring Media Independence through Self-Regulation 
 
Media must operate independently, free from governmental and institutional 
interference. A self-regulatory framework will enhance journalistic integrity, build 
public trust, and foster accountability within the industry. 
 
Yes  Comment: 
No   

 
 
4. Promoting Inclusion and Diversity 
 
Media organizations and policymakers should prioritize addressing the gaps in 
inclusion and diversity. This includes amplifying marginalized voices, ensuring 
equal representation in newsroom decision-making, and fostering an environment 
where diverse perspectives can thrive. 
 
Yes  Comment: 
No   

 
 
5. Bridging the Gap between Academia and the Media Industry 
 
Stronger partnerships between media organizations, academia, and civil society 
are essential for enhancing media literacy among the public. Efforts should focus 
on enabling citizens to identify credible news sources and countering 
misinformation. 
Collaboration with technology companies should also prioritize algorithms that 
promote credible content and reduce polarization in digital spaces. 
 
Yes  Comment: 
No   

 
 
6. Building Capacity in Digital Journalism 
 
Capacity-building programs for media professionals must focus on equipping 
them to responsibly leverage digital platforms while upholding journalistic ethics. 
These programs should address emerging technologies, audience engagement, 
and innovative storytelling. 
 
Yes  Comment: 
No   



 

  

 
7. Supporting Journalists’ Physical, Digital, and Psychological Well-Being 
 
Journalists operate in high-pressure and often dangerous environments. 
Comprehensive safety measures—including physical, digital, and psychological 
support—are essential for safeguarding their well-being and enhancing their 
ability to produce impactful journalism. 
 
Yes  Comment: 
No   

 
 
 
8. Advancing eLearning and New Tools for Journalism 
 
eLearning is a key driver for the future of journalism training. Media stakeholders 
should invest in and promote new tools and methodologies to improve journalistic 
quality, foster innovation, and ensure the long-term viability of media institutions.  
 
 
Yes  Comment: 
No   
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